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Valentia were divided.   After having long endeavoured to move Peter de
Luna to resign his pretensions to the papacy, but finding him obstinate,
he advised King Ferdinand to renounce his obedience in case he refused
to acknowledge the council of Constance;   which that prince did by a
solemn edict, dated the 6th of January, in 1416, by the advice of the
saint, as Oderic Raynold, Mariana, and Spondanus most accurately relate.
The saint laboured zealously to bring all Spain to this union, and was
sent by King Ferdinand to assist at the council of Constance,   He preached
through Spain, Languedoc, and Burgundy in his way thither.   The fathers
of the council pressed his arrival, and deputed Hannibaldi, Cardinal of
St Angelus, to consult him at Dijon, in 1417.   Gerson wrote to him also
an earnest letter expressing a high esteem of his person*1   But it does not
^appear that St Vincent ever arrived at Constance, notwithstanding Dupin
and some others think he did.   The saint's occupations made him leave
few writings to posterity.    The chief of his works now extant are, A
Treatise on a Spiritual Life, or On the Interior Man, A Treatise on the
Lord's Prayer, A Consolation under Temptations, Against Faith, and
Seven Epistles.

St Vincent having laboured some time in Burgundy, went from Dijon
to Bourges, where he continued his apostolical functions with equal zeal.
In that city he received pressing letters from John V, Duke of Brittany,
inviting him to visit his dominions.    The saint, convinced it was a call
from God, passed by Tours, Angers, and Nantz in his way thither, being
everywhere received as an angel from heaven, and in all places curing
the sick and converting sinners.    All the dioceses, towns, and countries
of Brittany heard this apostle with great fruit, and were witnesses of his
miracles.   His age and infirmities were far from abating anything of his
zeal and labours:   he rooted out vices, superstitions, and all manner of
abuses, and had the satisfaction to see a general reformation of manners
throughout the whole province.    Out of Brittany he wrote letters into
Castille, by which he engaged the bishops, nobility, and Don Alphonsus,
regent of that kingdom for King John the Second, yet a minor, to re-
nounce Peter de Luna as an antipope, and acknowledge the council of
Constance, to which they accordingly sent ambassadors, who were received
with joy at Constance on .the 3rd of April 1417.   Pope Martin V, elected
by the council in November, wrote to the saint, and deputed to him
Montanus, an eminent theologian, confirming all his missionary faculties
and authority.    Henry V, King of England, being then at Caen in
Normandy, entreated the saint to extend his zeal to that province.   He
did so;   and Normandy and Brittany were the theatre of the apostle's
labours the two last years of his life.    He was then sixty years old, and
so worn out and weak that he was scarce able to walk a step without help;

1 Gersoa, t. ii. p. 658, ed. nov.